
Planning A Trip To  

Rome?

Before You Attend 

Friday Night 

Services At The 

Great Synagogue 

Watch These Slides



The first Bracha of  Kriyat

Shema is different than what 

others say.  Why?  Because in its 

original form, Arvit on Friday 

Night began with Barchu.  It 

was not until you finished the 

fourth Bracha of  Kriyat Shema 

that you would say any words 

that were different than on 

weekdays and would alert you to 

it being Shabbat.  This version 

of  the First Bracha of  Kriyat

Shema alerts you immediately 

that Shabbat has begun.



The second Bracha of  

Kriyat Shema on Friday 

night is the same as on 

weekdays. 

To view a poetic version 

of  the second Bracha, see 

the version from the 

Siddur of  Rav Sa’Adiya

Gaon



Both Nusach Roma and Sa’Adiya

provide a poetic version of  the third 

Bracha of  Kriyat Shema on Friday 

Night.  Both also end with a request 

from G-d to bring the final redemption.  

However, the Roman version is more 

emotionally charged and adds a verse as 

support for its request.



For the fourth Bracha, Roma keeps the 

weekday form except that it closes with a 

different closing Bracha that does not contain 

any reference to Shabbat.  Sa’Adiya removes 

all requests from the Bracha.  Interestingly, an 

early version of  the Bracha found in the Siddur 

Chibbur Brachot provides a poetic version of  

the Bracha on weekdays and a verse to support 

the requests.



The Middle Bracha of  
Shemona Esrei in 
Nusach Roma is 
similar to that found in 
the Siddur of  Rav
Sa’Adiya Gaon.  It also 
matches the version 
found in a Tosefta



I hope you enjoyed your 

tour of  the Friday night 

prayers at the Great 

Synagogue In Rome.  To 

learn about other prayer 

rites, visit 

www.beureihatefila.com or 

visit Passages of Rite: 
Exploring the History of 

Nusach HaTefilah | 
Facebook

http://www.beureihatefila.com/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/527455164802614

